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State responsible for those who whether through age, or ill-
The Eliza- ness, or unemployment, were in distress.   Each parish -was
poor^aw made responsible for its poor.   A rate was levied on each
(1601) household, and the local J.P.s were responsible for its
administration. The old were to be put in almhouses,
children were to be apprenticed to a trade, those who were
sick were to be cared for. Able-bodied persons were to
be found work, and if they were unwilling to work were
to be whipped. If no work was available, then they were
to be supported from the poor-rate. (Note 51.)
These social reforms were accompanied by a great effort
to improve the coinage. All debased coins were called in,
and a fresh and better currency issued.
Finally, in these closing years, Elizabeth granted charters
Trading to the great trading companies.   She gave charters to the
panics Muscovy Company, trading in Russia; to the East-land
Company, trading in the Baltic; to the Levant Company,
trading in the near East. In 1600 she granted the charter
of the famous East India Company, which was the pioneer
of " joint stock ", that is to say, the members pooled their
capital and divided profits. This marked a new era in
commercial development, and to this company was later
due the rise of our Indian Empire. (Note 57.)
Essex, nephew of Elizabeth's old friend Leicester, was
Elizabeth a young man who now became the most popular figure in
England. Elizabeth was devoted to him and treated him
almost like a favourite son. London adored him, because
of his dash and splendour. He was, however, headstrong
and rash. The Queen had sent him, with Howard of
Effingham, to attack Cadiz. He quarrelled with Howard,
and the expedition failed to destroy the Spanish fleet. Next
Essex clamoured to be allowed to go vto Ireland, where
Tyrone was in revolt. Elizabeth gave roiy, partly to test
him. Essex showed that he was not onfp incapable, but
treacherous. Instead of fighting, he made a secret treaty
with Tyrone, and then dashed back, contrary to orders, to